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The Japanese champion Vodka (right) captured on her way to 

success in last year‟s Japan Cup. On Super Thursday she 
returns in the Al Maktoum Challenge Round III (G2).  
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The final World Cup prep, 
 
 
Al Maktoum Challenge III: Vodka meets Cavalryman 

 

Super Thursday: The final prep for the 
Dubai World Cup (G1), now just over three 
weeks away, has drawn a very international 
and competitive field.  

The Al Maktoum Challenge Round III 
(G2), staged over the full World Cup 
distance over the new Tapeta surface, gets 
top class runners in the Japanese star 
Vodka, as well as Godolphin‟s colt 
Cavalryman. Throw runners like 
Cavalryman‟s stable companion Allybar 
and last year‟s Dubai World Cup runner-up 
Gloria de Campeao into the mix, and you 
are already looking at a fascinating quartet 
of contenders. These two have won the 
previous legs of the series, but they are not 
the only threats to the top two. 
 
Red Desire, also from Japan and with solid 
form against Vodka last year, is another to 
consider,as are the two recent Carnival 
winners Lizard’s Desire and Mr Brock, 
both trained by that man Mike de Kock.  

…………………………………………………. 

 
GLOBEFORM’S  
RECOMMENDED BETS to all races 

will be posted in one separate article on the 
web-site on Thursday morning. 
 
 
 

 
 

Cavalryman and jockey Frankie Dettori  
– a formidable combination. 
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Race 6 
GLOBEFORM RATINGS 
AL MAKTOUM CHALLENGE III (G2) 
Nad Al Sheba Thursday 4 March 2010 
2000m / 10fur TAPETA / SH 3yo+ & NH 4yo+ / $300,000  
 
Horses presented with best Globeform rating, sire, trainer and jockey (draw).  
 
A “p” after the rating indicates improvement expected. 
 
All males carry 126lb / 57kg / females 55kg / 122lb 
 
 
122   – VODKA (Tanino Gimlet)     mare  Y Tanimizu   C-P Lemaire (8) 
123   – CAVALRYMAN (Halling)   S bin Suroor   L Dettori (11) 
117   – RED DESIRE (Manhattan Cafe)    filly  M Matsunaga   O Peslier (13) 
117   – GLORIA DE CAMPEAO (Impression)  P Bary    T Pereira (5) 
115p – ALLYBAR (King‟s Best)    S bin Suroor   A Ajtebi (2) 
113   – LIZARD‟S DESIRE (Lizard Island)  M de Kock  C Soumillon (1) 
113   – MR BROCK (Fort Wood)   M de Kock   K Shea (3) 
113   – DEBUSSY (Diesis)    J Gosden   W Buick (10) 
110   – LE DRAKKAR (Anabaa)    A bin Huzaim   C Sanchez (9) 
107   – JOE LOUIS (Lode)    J Barton   W Ramos (14) 
106   – AL SHEMALI (Medicean)   A Al Raihe   R Ffrench (4) 
106   – RAISE YOUR HEART (Raise A Grand)   J Morgan   P Smullen (6) 
106   – BON GRAIN (Muhtathir)    M bin Shayfa   W Supple (7) 
100   – RE BAROLO (Cape Cross)   A bin Huzaim   J Rosales (12) 
 
 
Vodka and Red Desire both receive a 2kg (4lb) sex allowance –  
add 4lb to their Globeform ratings for direct comparison with the males.  
 

 

 
 
GLOBEFORM ANALYSIS 
 
VODKA gets her seasonal debut and also her first taste of racing over an artificial surface, as 
she takes on the boys in this final prep for the Dubai World Cup. Racing against males is 
nothing new to Vodka, who peaked at the right time when landing the prestigious Japan Cup 
(G1) over 2400 metres (12 furlongs) in Tokyo last December. Coming off two good runs in the 
slipstream of the classy performer Company over shorter distances, Vodka stayed the Japan 
Cup distance well enough to beat Oke Bruce Lee (previous G1 winner) in a photo finish. 
Another G1 winner, RED DESIRE, filled third spot, while the dual Breeders‟ Cup Turf winner 
Conduit checked in fourth. Having shown her best form mainly at distances up to 2000 metres 
previously, Vodka proved her stamina that day. She was third in the Japan Cup in 2008 and 
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having been the only horse to give the impressive all-the-way winner chase from the outset. 
That was not her true form at all. If Vodka is close to peak fitness this week, she will take all 
the beating.   
 
CAVALRYMAN, who joined Godolphin from Andre Fabe last backend, is a very interesting 
runner. A steadily improving son of Halling, he put up his best performance in the Prix de l‟Arc 
de Triomphe (G1) at Longchamp, where he stayed on well over 2400 metres (12 fur.) to take 
third, beaten only by the European champion Sea The Stars and Youmzain. Cavalryman 
passed the post 2 lengths behind the winner. If Sea The Stars‟s name had been on the ante-
post lists for the Dubai World, it would have been at the top and at very cramped odds, so 
why is Cavalryman 20-1 for the big race on March 27? When prepping for the „Arc‟ he won 
the Prix Niel (G2) by half a length from Behestham, and Cavalryman was one of the best 
three-year-olds in France last year. He may prefer 1 ½ miles but he made all to win a Listed 
event over 1 ¼ miles at Saint-Cloud (left-handed) last June, so the Al Maktoum Challenge trip 
may not be to his disadvantage.  Cavalryman is 12-1 on the US morning line. Simply 
ridiculous... 
 
RED DESIRE, with Olivier Peslier on board, is the most interesting longshot. Vodka will get all 
the attention, but don‟t overlook the fact that this filly finished third in the Japan Cup (G1), 1 ½ 
lengths behind Vodka when in receipt of four pounds (weight-for-age). Red Desire is now 
four, probably more mature, and her form profile makes a lot of appeal. She improved with 
every run last year, from finishing second both in the Japanese 1,000 Guineas (G1) and 
Japanese Oaks (G1) in the spring, to winning the Shuka Sho (G1) over 2000 metres in 
October, and taking third in the Japan Cup. Red Desire beat none other than Conduit for that 
place (he was below his best but it was still a good achievement for a 3yo filly). Red Desire 
has finished in the top three in all of her races to date, and she must be respected. 
 
GLORIA DE CAMPEAO, runner-up in the World Cup last year (albeit well beaten) and now 
coming off a gutsy win in the Maktoum Challenge Round I (G3), must also be in with a 
chance. He outstayed his rivals over a mile here in January, when winning by half a length 
from the fast finishing Forgotten Voice (who runs in race 4, the Burj Nahaar). After taking 
second, 14 lengths behind Well Armed in the DWC last spring, Gloria de Campeao went on to 
win the Singapore International Cup (G1), beating Presvis by a neck over 1 ¼ miles on turf.  
 
ALLYBAR has improved well this winter and already won twice at Meydan, most notably 
when coming out best in a solid edition of the Al Maktoum Challenge Round II (G2) two 
weeks ago. Having taken advantage of a slow pace and heavily favourable weights to beat 
Presvis in January, Allybar stepped right up to beat Crowded House by half a length in the 
Maktoum II, and he is probably improving still. Whether he will appreciate this stiffer test of 
stamina, is another matter.   
 
 
 
GLOBEFORM SELECTIONS 
 
A:    8 VODKA 
B:  11 CAVALRYMAN 
C:    5 GLORIA DE CAMPEAO, 13 RED DESIRE 
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Al Bastakiya: Vale Of York returns 

Super Thursday: Breeders‟ Cup winner Vale Of 
York, earlier this week supplemented to the Irish 
Derby (G1), is set to reappear in the 9-furlong Al 
Bastakiya (LR) on Meydan‟s World Cup prep day.  
 
There will be no Musir in opposition but this could still 
be an interesting test.  

The winner of this event normally ends up as one of 
the favourites for the UAE Derby (G2).  
 

 

 

Race 2 
GLOBEFORM RANKING  
AL BASTAKIYA (LR) 

Nad Al Sheba Thursday 4 March 2010 
1900m / 9fur TAPETA / 3yo / $250,000  
 
Horses ranked in order of analyst‟s preference.  
 
Runners presented with racecard number,      
name (sire), trainer, jockey and post position (draw). 
  

 
 

Vale Of York – winner of last year’s   
Breeders’ Cup Juvenile – gets his  

seasonal debut in the  
Al Bastakiya. 

 
© Stefano Grasso  
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13   -  UNCLE TOM (First American)   P Bary    T Pereira  (13) 
08   -  VALE OF YORK (Invincible Spirit)  S bin Suroor   A Ajtebi  (8) 
04   -  DELLA BARBA (Della Francesca)  J Barton   O Peslier  (4) 
14   -  MENDIP (Harlan‟s Holiday)   S bin Suroor   L Dettori  (14) 
06   -  SOLID CHOICE (Redoute‟s Choice)  M de Kock   K Shea  (6) 
12   -  STORM CHIZPASO (Bernstein)   H Brown   R Moore  (12) 
02   -  ENAK (Orpen)     S bin Suroor   T Durcan  (2) 
10   -  KONA COAST (Oasis Dream)   J Gosden   W Buick  (10) 
11   -  JARDIM (Ski Champ)    A Cintra   R Mullen  (11) 
07   -  IJAAZ (Giant‟s Causeway)   M bin Shafya   W Supple  (7) 
05   -  MAROON MACHINE (Muhtathir)  E O‟Neill   K Fallon  (5)  
03   -  SABOTEUR (Shamardal)   A bin Huzaim   J Rosales  (3) 
09   -  MORAN GRA (Rahy)    D Selvaratnam   T O‟Shea  (9) 
15   -  LANDOWNER (Shamardal)  H bin Abdullah  C Sanchez  (15)
  
 
01   -  MUSIR (Redoute’s Choice)   Will not run 
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GLOBEFORM ANALYSIS, Al Bastakiya; 

 
UNCLE TOM makes a lot of appeal in this race, after his strong finish to take second behind 
MENDIP over 7 furlongs in February. Mendip is actually a pond better off at the weights in the 
Al Bastakiya, and since he is unbeaten and has had just two starts, many will side with him. It 
is also worth noting that Dettori rides Mendip, rather than the likely favourite Vale Of York. 
Mendip is certain to improve, but will he stay this distance? Uncle Tom is certain to do so, he 
will love every yard of it, and his second, only half a length behind Mendip, was a highly 
promising start to the new campaign. Uncle Tom‟s Brazilian form reads even better. He came 
from off the pace also when winning a G1 over a mile on turf at Gavea in June. Racing on 
good ground, Uncle Tom beat Oroveso by 1 ¼ lengths, and Oroveso is now also trained by 
Pascal Bary. He provides a valuable line to the best 3yo form at Meydan this winter, as 
Oroveso was a good third to Musir in the 2000 Guineas Trial. Musir went on to land the 
Guineas in great style (Oroveso was sixth) and he would have been a clear selection if he 
had lined up for the Al Bastakiya. In Musir‟s absence, the one they all have to beat (on paper) 
is Vale of York. Uncle Tom may be capable of doing just that.  
 
VALE OF YORK was an upset winner of the Breeders‟ Cup Juvenile (G1) at Santa Anita in 
California last November, when he beat the favourite Looking At Lucky by a narrow margin. 
The latter had a terrible draw and not the best of runs, but he came flying down the lane to 
almost land the spoils. Vale Of York held on to win by a head, and Noble‟s Promise was third. 
Lookin At luck went on to take the CashCall Futurity (G1) at Hollywood Park (beat Noble‟s 
Promise), but was not particularly impressive, and the form of the 2009 BC Juvenile does look 
a bit dubious. Perhaps the field was not quite top class. Vale Of York had performed well 
while keeping good company in England, but he had also been beaten by Hearts Of Fire in 
the Gran Criterium in Italy – traditionally the weakest Group 1 event for juveniles in Europe.  
The Godolphin runner will get a lot of attention as he makes his seasonal debut though he is 
well worth opposing on this occasion.  
 
DELLA BARBA, runner-up in a G1 over 7.5 furlongs in his native Chile last year, shaped well 
on his UAE debut when staying on for third behind Musir and Frozen Power in the UAE 2,000 
Guineas, and Jerry Barton‟s contender must also have a chance. 
 

 
 
 
GLOBEFORM SELECTIONS 
 
A:  13 UNCLE TOM 
B:    8 VALE OF YORK 
C:    4 DELLA BARBA 
D:  14 MENDIP  
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Race 3 
Mahab Al Shimaal: Desert Party tries sprinting 
 

 
 
GLOBEFORM RANKING 
MAHAB AL SHIMAAL (G3) 
Nad Al Sheba Thursday 4 March 2010 
1200m / 6fur TAPETA / 3yo+ / $200,000  
 
Top ranked horse on 100, with others ranked down in pounds 
worse off according to GF ratings and weights (1 length = 3lb).  
Horses presented with sire, best Globeform, trainer, jockey (draw).  
 
A “p” after the rating indicates improvement expected. 
 
 
100 – DESERT PARTY (Street Cry) GF 118p S bin Suroor L Dettori  (2) 
..97 – WAR ARTIST (Orpen)   GF 118  J Eustace O Peslier  (7) 
..?p – MRS BOSS (Wild Event)  GF ?p  A Cintra W Blandi  (5) 
..95 – MUTHEEB (Danzig)  GF 113  M Al Muhairi R Hills  (12) 
..92 – FORCE FREEZE (Forest Camp) GF 110  D Watson P Dobbs  (10) 
..?p – EL AMARILLISTA (Mutakddim) GF ?p  J Barton W Ramos  (6) 
..89 – MONTPELLIER (Montjeu)  GF 107  A Al Raihe R Ffrench  (8) 
..88 – SIR GERRY (Carson City) GF 106  J Best  T Durcan  (9) 
..86 – BARBECUE EDDIE (Stormy Atlantic)  GF 104 D Watson T O‟Shea  (3) 
..82 – PALLAZONE (Bertolini)  GF 100  G Lyons  K Latham  (1) 
..77 – PRINCE SHAUN (Acclamation) GF 95  D Watson R Moore  (4) 
..75 – SNOW RUNNER (Lode)  GF 93  V Sandrup P Smullen (11) 
 
Reserves: 
 
...?  – HAPPY DUBAI (Indian Ridge) GF ?  A Al Raihe tba 
..74 – YIRGA (Cape Cross)  GF 92  A Al Raihe tba 
...?  – VISIONIST (Orpen)  GF ?  M Ramadan tba 
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GLOBEFORM ANALYSIS, Mahab Al Shimaal; 
 
DESERT PARTY will be making his first start since disappointing in the Kentucky Derby (G1) 
at Churchill Downs ten months ago, and it is interesting to see that he is now being aimed at 
sprinting. A horse with good tactical speed over a mile, he may still find this trip a bit sharp, 
but his connections make few mistakes here in Dubai and he must be high on the short list. 
He sits at the top of the ranking, based on his best form last year, when he land the UAE 
2,000 Guineas (G3) over a mile (beating Regal Ransom 4 ¾ lengths) and ran second in the 
UAE Derby (G2) over 9 furlongs (0,5 l. behind Regal Ransom).  
 
WAR ARTIST is the proven sprinter though, and he is preferred to Godolphin‟s layoff kid this 
time, despite having to give 3lb to Desert Party. War Artist was one of the best sprinters in 
Europe last year, when he won the Goldene Peitsche (G2) at Baden-Baden in Germany and 
the Prix du Petit Couvert (G3) at Longchamp in France, before running third behind Total 
Gallery and Fleeting Spirit in the Prix de l‟Abbaye (G1) on „Arc‟ day. War Artist was visually 
impressive in his first start at Meydan, as he beat Godolphin‟s runner (and favourite) Gayego 
by 2 ¾ lengths in the Al Shindagha Sprint (G3) over 6 furlongs. Gayego did not have the best 
of runs that day but would not have beaten War Artist in any case. The Australian bred son of 
Orpen took command with just over 300 metres to run, quickly opened up a clear lead and 
finished the race off in great style.     
 
MRS BOSS is as hard to place as she is to dismiss. True, she raced too keenly on her 
seasonal debut and wound up well beaten behind Global City over this course and distance, 
but Mrs Boss is much better than that showing. She won all her three starts in Brazil last year, 
moving quickly up from a 17-length maiden win over 5.5 furlongs, to a comfortable 3 ½-length 
success at G3 level over 7 furlongs. The Al Shimaal will almost certainly get a strong pace, 
and if Mrs Boss can settle just off the speed, she is in with a chance.  
 
MUTHEEB takes a drop in distance, following three good runs over 7 furlongs earlier at the 
Carnival. He won with great authority when leaving Stoic 5 lengths behind on February 4, and 
performed with credit once more when second to Sirocco Breeze two weeks later. He is 
definitely one for the Trifecta players.  
 

GLOBEFORM SELECTIONS 
 
A:  7 WAR ARTIST 
B:  2 DESERT PARTY 
C:  5 MRS BOSS, 12 MUTHEEB 
 

 

Notesé  
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Burj Nahaar: Skysurfers banker of the day 

 
 

A rising star in the jockey’s 
ranks, William Buick rides the 
Storm Cat gelding Laa Rayb in 

the Burj Nahaar. Buick also 
begins in his new job as first 
jockey to John Gosden on 

Super Thursday. 

 

Super Thursday: Godolphin‟s unbeaten colt Skysurfers, 
who could also have gone for the Al Maktoum Challenge 
III, looks the banker of the day as he makes his third 
career start in the Burj Nahaar (G3), staged over a mile 
on the Tapeta track at Meydan.  
 
Forgotten Voice may be a live danger, however, coming 
off a game second to Gloria de Campeao in the first 
round of the Maktoum Challenge Series.  

 
 
 
 
 

Race 4 

GLOBEFORM RANKING  -  BURJ NAHAAR (G3) 
Nad Al Sheba Thursday 4 March 2010 
1600m / 8fur TAPETA / SH 3yo+ & NH 4yo+ / $200,000  
 
Top ranked horse on 100, with others ranked down in pounds (1 length = 2lb over this distance). Horses presented 
with sire, best Globeform, trainer, jockey, post position (draw).  
 
A “p” after the rating indicates improvement expected, a large “P” indicates significant improvement expected. 
 
100 – SKYSURFERS (E Dubai)    GF 119P S bin Suroor / L Dettori  (6) 
..96 – CAT JUNIOR (Storm Cat)   GF 115  B Meehan / R Hills  (11) 
..95 – FORGOTTEN VOICE (Danehill Dancer)   GF 114p J Noseda / R Moore  (5) 
..94 – VESUVE (Green Tune)   GF 113  M Al Muhairi / W Smith  (13) 
..93 – CALMING INFLUENCE (King‟s Best)   GF 112  S bin Suroor / A Ajtebi  (7) 
..93 – SONEVA (Cherokee Run)   GF 110  M Botti / C Soumillon  (12) 
..92 – AL ARAB (Redattore)   GF 111  A Cintra / W Blandi  (4) 
..92 – FRAVASHI (Falbrav)   GF 111  S bin Suroor / T Durcan (14) 
..92 – DON RENATO (Edgy Diplomat)  GF 111  J Barton / W Ramos  (10) 
..90 – BIARRITZ (Count Dubois)   GF 109  M de Kock / K Shea  (2) 
..88 – JET EXPRESS (Jet Master)  GF 107  A Al Raihe / R Ffrench  (1) 
..88 – LAA RAYB (Storm Cat)   GF 107  D Selaratnam / W Buick  (3) 
..85 – WE‟LL COME (Elnadim)   GF 104  A bin Huzaim / J Rosales (8) 
..83 – GREEN COAST (Green Desert)  GF 102  D Watson / T O‟Shea  (9) 
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Reserves, Buj Nahaar: 
 
..81 – BEAUCHAMP VICEROY (Compton Admiral)  GF 100 G Butler / tba 
..76 – PRINCE FASLIYEV (Fasliyev)   GF 95  N Petersen / tba 
...? – EMBALO (Boatman)    GF ?  D Watson / tba 
...? – GOLD SOVEREIGN (King‟s Best)  GF ?  I Mohammed / tba 
 
 

GLOBEFORM ANALYIS, Burj Nahaar; 
 
SKYSURFERS must be the banker of the day. Godolphin's twice-raced runner produced an 
incredible performance when slamming Eagle Mountain, an established Group One runner, 
on his first start of the year. This was also Skysurfer's second lifetime outing and he ran to a 
level of form rarely seen by horses with so little experience.  
 
He showed plenty of speed over 1600 metres and running him in the Burj Nahaar, as opped 
to the Maktoum Challenge, makes a lot of sense. It was clearly the best option at this stage of 
his career. If he repeats his form of two weeks ago, Skysurfer will win again. The scary thing 
is (for the opposition) that he is likely to improve. Here‟s your key horse in those multiple bets! 
 
FORGOTTEN VOICE is just as obvious as the second choice. Jeremy Noseda has had a 
good time here at the Carnival and in Forgotten Voice the Newmarket handler has a runner 
bordering on Group winning class. He finished really well when second to Gloria de Campeao 
(runs in race 6) in the Al Maktoum Challenge Round I (G3) on January 28. Forgotten Voice, a 
5yo with 4 wins from 10 starts, was making his first appearance since behind badly beaten in 
the Champion Stakes (G1) at Newmarket last October. He came form off the pace, and 
passed all but one, to be beaten half a length by Gloria de Campeao (who had been up with 
the pace throughout). Sticking to a mile, Forgotten Voice is probably running for a berth in the 
Godolphin Mile (G2) on World Cup day this week.   
 
CAT JUNIOR‟s best English form would give him a good shot too, but he has been well below 
par in two starts here at Meydan (6 ¾ l. behind Skysurfers) and quite where he stands these 
days is hard to say.  
 
AL ARAB, a solid G3 winner over 1900 metres (muddy track) in Brazil in 2008 but restricted 
to just two starts in 2009, Al Arab was a comfortable winner of a handicap over this course 
and distance a month ago. Breaking sharply, he was reined back a bit but soon moved up to 
third spot and when he attacked at the top of the lane, the race was soon over. Al Arab won 
by 4 ¼ lengths from Swift Gift, with Sovereign Remedy a well beaten third.  
 
SONEVA, an ex-French filly now with trainer Marco Botti, ran a very promising race to beat 
Aspectsoflove by a neck in the Cape Verdi (G3) and was then being considered for the 
Blalanchine last week (where Aspectsoflove was a close second) but connections put her on 
hold, and they take a shot at tougher company here. The daughter of Cherokee Run is a 
possible improver and she‟s one for the Trifecta players.   
 

GLOBEFORM SELECTIONS 
 
A:  6 SKYSURFERS 
B:  5 FORGOTTEN VOICE 
C:  4 AL ARAB, 12 SONEVA 
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Dubai City of Gold: Purple Moon in tough return 

 
 
 
 

Perfect Stride (near side) winning at Royal Ascot last summer. © www.stefanograsso.it 

 

 

Race 5 
GLOBEFORM RANKING      /      DUBAI CITY OF GOLD (G2) 

Nad Al Sheba Thursday 4 March 2010  2400m / 12fur TURF / 4yo+ / $250,000  
 
Top ranked horse on 100, with others ranked down in pounds (1 length = 1,5lb over this 
distance). Horses presented with sire, best Globeform, trainer, jockey, post position (draw).  
 
A “p” after the rating indicates improvement expected. 
 
100 – PURPLE MOON (Galileo)   GF 119  L Cumani / K Fallon  (6) 
100 – GOLDEN SWORD (High Chaparral) GF 119? M de Kock / C Soumillon(10) 
..97 – QUIJANO (Acatenango)   GF 120  P Schiergen / A Starke  (12) 
..96 – CAMPANOLOGIST (Kingmambo)  GF 115  S bin Suroor / L Dettori  (2) 
..95 – CLAREMONT (Sadler‟s Wells)  GF 114p S bin Suroor / T Durcan  (7) 
..94 – ANMAR (Rahy)    GF 113p S bin Suroor / A Ajtebi  (4) 
..93 – FROZEN FIRE (Montjeu)   GF 112  M de Kock / K Latham  (11) 
..93 – PERFECT STRIDE (Oasis Dream) GF 112  Sir M Stoute / R Moore  (1) 
..92 – PAN RIVER (Red Bishop)   GF 111  A Kasar / S Kaya  (9) 
..90 – KING OF ROME (Montjeu)  GF 109  M de Kock / K Shea  (14) 
..89 – TOPCLAS (Kutub)   GF 108  M bin Shafya / W Supple (8) 
..87 – HALICARNASSUS (Cape Cross)  GF 109  M Channon / A Munro  (5) 
..87 – TITUREL (Dr Fong)   GF 106  M Hofer / O Peslier  (13) 
..86 – POMPEYANO (Rainbow Quest)  GF 105  S Seemar / R Mullen  (3) 
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Reserves, City of Gold: 
 
..80 – BRIDGE OF GOLD (Giant‟s Causeway) GF 99  M Magnusson / tba 
...?  – AUTONOMY (Razeen)   GF ?  B Chenoy / tba 
..81 – LION SANDS (Montjeu)   GF 100  A bin Huzaim / tba 

  

 

GLOBEFORM ANALYSIS, Dubai City Of Gold; 
 
PURPLE MOON will be making his first start since going down by just a head to Eastern 
Anthem in last year‟s Dubai Sheema Classic (G1), and he will probably be in need of this run. 
A tough and battle hardened runner ideally suited by this distance, he was also beaten in a 
photo finish in the 2008 Hong Kong Vase (G1), when Doctor Dino pipped him by a nose on 
the wire. If Purple Moon runs up to his best, he can win the City of Gold, but he was fourth in 
this event twelve months ago (behind Front House) and his long layoff is a worry. So he is a 
top ranked runner well worth opposing.  
 
GOLDEN SWORD produced Globeform 119 in the Epsom Derby in England last year, when 
beaten just 2 lengths behind the outstanding champion Sea The Stars, but the ex-Irish colt 
has never performed up to a similar level before or afterwards, and the rating is dubious. 
Hence the “?” attached to his mark. He finished last of 11 behind the smart Turkish challenger 
PAN RIVER here last month.    
 
QUIJANO always runs well here in Dubai, and this money-spinning globetrotter can never be 
ruled out. He was a late starter in the racing game, and appears to retain all his ability even at 
age eight. Quijano made an impressive comeback to finish third, a length behind 
HALICARNASSUS, over this course and distance in February, when he was facing a tough 
task at the weights and suffered badly from the lack of early pace. Returning GF 115p, he 
was clearly the one to take out the contest. Quijano‟s top weight puts him up against it once 
more, but he does hold a winning chance – in a race he landed at Nad Al Sheba three years 
ago (also coming off one prep run).  Last year, Quijano ran good races in defeat in North 
American Grade Ones; coming home third behind Dubai World Cup contender Gio Ponti at 
Belmont Park and second to Marsh Side at Woodbine. The German horse has won 14 of his 
32 races and he is 68% in the top three to date. 
 
ANMAR is nowhere near as accomplished as Purple Moon and Quiano, but he is still taken to 
beat them all here. The lightly raced Godolphin colt could hardly have been more impressive 
when landing a handicap over 2200 metres (11 fur.) here at Meydan a month ago. Ridden by 
Ajtebi, he came from what had seemed a totally hopeless position at the back of the field, to 
power past his rivals one by one in the stretch. He got up in the final strides to win the race by 
1 ¾ lengths from stable companion Emirates Champion (who won next time out). Anmar was 
much the best, he is almost certainly capable of improving again and he looks sure to 
appreciate this step up in distance.  His reappearance win at Meydan was only his fifth career 
start, and he is probably a Group One performer in the making.   
 
CLAREMONT, another Godolphin trainee, looks the best longshot in this field, having finished just 1 ½ 

length behind Dubai World Cup contender Cavalryman (run in race 6) in France last year and performed 
well when badly compromised by the slow pace in Halicarnassus‟s race here three weeks ago. 
Claremont ran on gamely for fourth, beaten 1 ½ lengths, and he can turn the tables on Halicarnassus 
this time.    

 
GLOBEFORM SELECTIONS 
 
A:  4 ANMAR           B:  6 PURPLE MOON, 12 QUIJANO  C:  CLAREMONT 
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RACE 6 – AL MAKTOUM CHALLENGE III (G2) – See page 2  
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

Race 7 
GLOBEFORM RANKING - JEBEL HATTA (G2) 

Nad Al Sheba Thursday 4 March 2010   -   1800m / 9fur TURF / 3yo+ / $250,000  
 
Top ranked horse on 100, with others ranked down in pounds (1 length = 1,5lb over this 
distance). Horses presented with sire, best Globeform, trainer, jockey, post position (draw).  
 
A “p” after the rating indicates improvement expected. 
 
100 – ALEXANDROS (Kingmambo)    GF 117 S bin Suroor / L Dettori (3) 
..99 – PRESVIS (Sakhee)      GF 121 L Cumani / R Moore  (1) 
..98 – JUSTENUFFHUMOR (Distorted Humor)  GF 118p  S bin Suroor / T Durcan  (8) 
..97 – LAHALEEB (Redback)      GF 115 F Nass / J Egan  (5) 
..97 – IBN BATTUTA (Seeking the Gold)    GF 114 M Al Muhairi / W Smith  (6) 
..94 – TAM LIN (Selkirk)      GF 111 M bin Shafya / W Supple  (4) 
..93 – ZIRCONEUM (Jallad)     GF 111 M de Kock / K Shea  (7) 
..90 – NAVAL OFFICER (Tale of The Cat) GF 107 J Barton / O Peslier  (12) 
..89 – BLACK EAGLE (Cape Cross)    GF 106 A bin Huzaim / J Rosales  (2) 
...?  – IBN KHALDUN (Dubai Destination)  GF ?  S bin Suroor / A Ajtebi  (10) 
...?  – WAR MONGER (War Chant)    GF 112 in 2008 D Watson / R Hills  (9) 
..85 – WITH INTEREST (Selkirk)    GF 102 A Al Raihe / R Ffrench  (11) 
 

GLOBEFORM ANALYSIS 
 
ALEXANDROS, a good runner-up in the Lockinge Stakes (G1) over a straight mile at 
Newbury in England last year, won with almost „ridiculous ease‟ when making his seasonal 
debut in the Al Rashidiya (G3) over 9 furlongs at this venue early in February.  Sent off a 
warm favourite, the 5yo son of Kingmambo cruised home to win by 3 ½ lengths from Crowded 
House, who stayed on well from off the pace. The race was certainly run to suit Alexandros, 
and he looked really well in himself, but the form is solid enough. Crowded House, one of the 
top juveniles in Europe in 2008 and now a Dubai World Cup contender, came back to run well 
in second behind Allybar in the second round of the Maktoum Challenge (Allybar runs in race 
6 today), giving the form a nice boost.  Alexandros is not quite in the same class as 
PRESVIS, but he is more at home over this distance and he gets a useful weight pull from the 
Cumani runner. Presvis has also had one outing here at the Carnival, finishing second in a 
slowly-run tree-runner event over 10 furlongs (2000 metres). Allybar was the name of the 
winner again, and he beat Presvis by 7 ½ lengths after benefitting enormously by the pace 
scenario. Presvis was conceding 6kg (13lb) and what was surprising was that he was made 
odds-on favourite for the race. After all, Allybar was a Listed class performer in France last 
year. Sometimes big reputations cloud the judgement of the betting masses in early season 
contests. This week, Presvis finds himself in a stronger field, but he is not so harshly treated 
by the weight conditions. That‟s a plus. The fact that he will be fitter is another positive, but 
one negative factor is the drop in trip. Presvis was second in the Dubai Duty Free (G1) over 
1777 metres at Nad Al Sheba last year, but he is better over 2000. Either way, he must be 
respected, in what will probably be his prep run leading up to a crack at the World Cup.  
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JUSTENUFFHUMOR failed to fire on his UAE debut two weeks ago, as he ran a bit flat and 
could manage only sixth, 4 lengths behind Bankable, in the Al Fahidi Fort (G2) over a mile.  
He ran his best race last sason, when trained by Kiaran McLaughlin, to take third behind 
Goldikova in the Breeders‟ Cup Mile (G1). Justenuffhumor had won six races on the bounce 
earlier in the season, but going into the Breeders‟ Cup he was coming off a dull run in the 
Sahdwell Turf Mile (G1) at Keeneland – where the soft ground did not suit him. Hopefully, 
there will be no more rain in Dubai leading up to Super Thursday.  
 
IBN BATTUTA finished best of all and was an unlucky loser when third in a very close finish 
to the Al Fahidi Fort (G2), won by Bankable ahead of Imbongi. Ibn Battuta, a lightly raced 5yo, 
was beaten only a neck, racing over the same course and distance he will encounter here.  
Prior to the Al Fahidi Fort, had won and finished third in Listed events at Abu Dhabi and Jebel 
Ali (1400 and 1600 metres). He has had just six races to date, won three times and never 
finished outside the top three. Ibn Battuta is very much a horse on the upgrade, and he could 
surprise a few in this contest.  
 

GLOBEFORM SELECTIONS 
                    
A:  3 ALEXANDROS  
B:  1 PRESVIS      
C:  6 IBN BATTUTA, 8 JUSTENUFFHUMOR 
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Dubai World Cup Special subscribers, please note: 
 

GLOBEFORM’S RECOMMENDED BETS to all races will be  

posted in separate article on the web-site on Thursday morning. 
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