
Globeform's Saratoga Service

Previews and ratings by Geir Stabell

10  5:45 ET

GLOBEFORM RANKING
COACHING CLUB AMERICAN OAKS (G1) 9 fur dirt, Saturday July 25, 2026

Horses ranked in pounds (0.45kg). 1 length = 2 pounds over this distance

Rank No. Name of horse Globeform GF most recent runs Trainer / Jockey

              From right to left (most recent first)       

0p 1 COUNTING STARS 119p 119p - 113 - 110p M Casse  /  I Ortiz Jr

1p 6 ALWAYS A RUNNER 118p 111 - 118p - 103p C Brown  /  J L Ortiz

8p 8 ZANY
GF 111p in Dec '25
Also ent. Monmouth Oaks, Sat.

111p 105 - 105+ 110+ Pletcher  /  Velazquez

13p 3 LA RASCASSE 106p 106p - ?p Walden  /  Concepcion

17p 7 DIRECTIVE 102p 102p - ?p - ?p C Brown  /  Prat

19p 5 MEASURE 100p 100p - 90 - 95p M Casse  /  M Franco

22p 2 DANDONA 97p 90 - 88 - 97p Joseph Jr  /  Gaffalione

24 4 MISS FULTON GAL 95 95 - 85 - ? Gorham  /  J Rodriguez

26 9 NYCON
Also ent. R3 Sar. Friday

93 84 - 92 - 93 Beckman  /  L Saez

Globeform ratings are expressed in pounds.  The "Rank" column shows the horse best in at the weights based on
Globeform ratings on top, with other horses ranked down in pounds. For example; rank figure 6 tells us that the horse is
6lbs below the top ranked horse. Length values: 5-6 furlongs: 3lbs per length. 7 fur: 2.5lbs. 8 - 11 fur: 2lbs. 12 fur: 1.5lbs

Globeform rating with a "p" attached = this was the horse's best rating to date and the horse is likely to improve
Globeform rating with a "+"  = this was not its best rating but the horse ran better than the rating suggests.

 Most recent winners of the CCA Oaks 
2025 SCOTTISH LASSIE GF ?p Jorge Abreu Joel Rosario

2024 THORPEDO ANNA GF 123+ Kenneth McPeek Brian Hernandez Jr

2023 WET PAINT GF 109 Brad Cox Flavien Prat

2022 NEST GF 122 Todd Pletcher Irad Ortiz Jr

2021 MARACUJA GF 115 Rob Atras Ricardo Santana Jr

2020 PARIS LIGHTS GF 109p William Mott Tyler Gaffalione

Average winning Globeform: 115.6
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GLOBEFORM ANALYSIS
COUNTING STARS was impressive when turning the tables on ALWAYS A RUNNER - who had beaten her
quite easily in the Kentucky Oaks - when she won the Acorn Stakes over 9 furlongs at Saratoga in early
June.  Coming from just off the pace she swooped past Always a Runner (who looked a bit one-paced) to
beat her readily by 3 3/4 lengths. Meaning, who ran second in the Kentucky Oaks, finished third 2 lengths
behind Always a Runner. We saw the same three horses fill the Trifecta as in the Oaks, but the card had
been shuffled. Counting Stars improved from GF 113 to Globeform 119p with this win, and she is thus rated
just above Always a Runner as they meet again in the CCA Oaks. They can both improve but the question is
which one can improve the most? The lightly races Chad Brown trainee, or the much more exposed Mark
Casse trainee? Always a Runner could be the answer though the pace makes the race - and once more
Counting Stars may be the one who is favored by how the race is run. 

The Kentucky Oaks was run at a much stronger pace than the Acorn, and Always a Runner came from the
back to win that day. In the Acorn, she was forced to sit closer and her stamina never got into play. Counting
Stars had made all when winning the Fantasy Stakes over 8.5 furlongs at Oaklawn Park in March, and the
moderate Acorn pace clearly suited her well. There's not much pace signed on here either, which is why we
need to side with Counting Stars. Post one is often a bit scary but she broke from post two in the Acorn and
from post 3 in the Fantasy. It needs mentioning that those races had only five runners but Counting Stars is
experienced and the inside draw may not matter all that much. 

She raced in fourth for most of the way in the Kentucky Oaks and she stuck around gamely to get third;
improving to GF 113 as she checked in 3 3/4 lengths behind the winner. The daughter of Honor A. P. was 3/4
lengths behind Explora when running second in the Honeybee Stakes over 8.5 furlongs at Oaklawn Park in
early March, and she improved by about a length on that form when winning the Fantasy Stakes over the
same course and distance four weeks later. Racing up with the pace throughout, she was much the best in
that contest, coming home 5 1/2 lengths in front of her barnmate Search Party, who was beaten 3 1/2 lengths
when fourth in the Honeybee. It was smart form but her Kentucky Oaks form was a notch better and her
Acorn form was much better. A repeat of that performance would make her hard to beat here. 

ALWAYS A RUNNER failed to follow up on his strong Kentucky Oaks win when beaten by  COUNTING
STARS in the Acorn Stakes. Given that she was unraced at two and that the Oaks was only her third career
start, it's easy to assume the she bounced in the Acorn. She enjoyed a good trip and she came with what
looked like a winning move on entering the home stretch, but had little to offer when Counting Stars came
with her run. Whatever the reason, it's clear that Always a Runner was some way below her Oaks winning
form in the Acorn. Can she rebound here? If Saratoga doesn't suit her then perhaps not - but there's no
reason  to  believe  that  it  was  the  track  that  beat  her  last  time;  the  lack  of  pace  is  a  more  plausible
explanation. This daughter of Gun Runner has reached a very high level in a short space of time, she is open
to further improvement and she has a good chance. 

After a low key maiden win at Tampa Bay Downs and a somewhat workmanlike win in the Gazelle Stakes at
Aqueduct; she turned it on with an impressive performance to win the Kentucky Oaks by 1 1/4 lengths from
Santa Anita Oaks winner Meaning, with COUNTING STARS a length further adrift in third place. These are
not big margins but the Chad Brown trained filly was much the best in the 9-furlong classic and she produced
Globeform 118p in the process. Coming from off the pace, she relished the test and she was well on top at
the finish. Her early progress was remarkable.  She broke her maiden by 6 1/2 lengths when making her
racecourse debut at Tampa Bay Downs in early February (as the 3/5 favorite), and moved up to GF 103p by
landing the Gazelle Stakes over 9 furlongs at Aqueduct two months later. From being a 14-1 shot in the
future books just a week before the Oaks, she went off as the 11-2 third favorite at Churchill Downs. In the
Acorn, she started as the heavy 4/5 favorite. What sort of odds will  she be in the CCA Oaks? It will  be
interesting to see who the betting public like the most this time, her or Counting Stars. 
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ZANY, who gets blinkers for the first time, has been cross entered for the Monmouth Oaks and may defect.
Beaten 5 1/2 lengths into sixth place behind ALWAYS A RUNNER when 5-1 favorite in the Kentucky Oaks,
this daughter of  American Pharoah is on a bit  of  a retrieval  mission these days.  From having looked a
potential champion late last year and in the early parts of 2026, she faded with defeats in the Ashland Stakes
at Keeneland and the Kentucky Oaks. She lost her unbeaten record when running second to Percy's Bar in
the 8.5-furlong Ashland in April, though she was compromised by the slow pace and the short stretch run to
the first winning post that day - and it wasn't hard to draw a line through the result end expect better things at
Churchill Downs; where she failed to fire and ran to about the same level, i.e. well below her previous best.
She ran to  Globeform 111p when winning the 9-furlong Demoiselle Stakes at Aqueducyt last December
(slamming Jumping the Gun by 8 1/2 lengths on what was only her second start), and she returned GF 110+
when opening her 3yo campaign with a comfortable win in the Suncoast Stakes over an extended mile at
Tampa Bay Downs in February. Zany cruised home by 2 3/4 lengths from Life of Joy, and that filly went on to
an impressive win in the Fair Grounds Oaks on her next star, beating Rachel Alexandra Stakes winner Bella
Ballerina by almost four lengths. This is a talented filly, no doubt. There may have been reasons for her
defeats in two previous attempt at G1 glory, and it's  a bit  hard to know what to make of  her now. The
opposition wasn't strong when she sailed home in the Demoiselle and the pace wasn't strong when she won
the Suncoast. Perhaps stamina isn't her forte after all?  Bought for $350,000 as a yearling, Zany is out of
Mo'Green, won the 9-furlong Top Flight Stakes and was placed in the 9-furlong Allaire Dupont as well as in
the  8.5-furlong  Royal  Delta.  She  has  previously  produced  two  mile-winners  (on  dirt  and  turf),  both  by
Medaglia d'Oro. 

LA RASCASSE is the least experienced runner in this field but she is also the only one who has yet to be
beaten. She battled home well to win a 7-furlong maiden on her debut at Keeneland in April; beating Belle by
a head as they drew a long way clear. Belle has since been beaten twice in maidens at Woodbine. Though
that's probably not important as we assess La Rascasse. She improved to Globeform 106p when winning
the 8.5-furlong Monomoy Girl Stakes at Churchill Downs two months later; taking it quite easily by 2 1/2
lengths from Point of Reference, who was exiting an allowance win at Aqueduct and runs in the Monmouth
Oaks today (4:08 ET). La Rascasse raced in the first two all the way in the Monomoy Girl and she saw the
trip out well - but this $750,000 daughter of Authentic has precious little stamina in the bottom half of her
pedigree. Her dam, Hallawallah, was a 7- to 8-furlong performer who ran fourth in the Princess Rooney
Stakes; and she is a daughter of high class sprinter Maryfield, winner of the 7-furlong Ballerina Stakes and
six other races. Likely to be part of the pace (which is unlikely to be strong) La Rascasse is an interesting
contender - but do check how Point of Reference gets on at Monmouth before deciding what to do about her.

DIRECTIVE is a Gun Runner filly out of high class turf performer Antonoe, and thus a half-sister to Segesta
and Salamis, who have both made their marks in the top end of their respective turf divisions. So what was
this impeccably bred filly doing making her debut over 6.5 furlongs on dirt at Aqueduct, you may ask. And
add to that; why was she only third betting choice in a field of six. Chad Brown trainees with pedigree as
good as this normally start on turf and if they are talented they normally go off favorite. Directive's career has
started on the man track though, and that's for a reason, and she seems to be a late developing type. She
broke her maiden with ease when long odds-on for a mile contest over a muddy track at Aqueduct four
weeks  after  her  debut,  and  she  improved  a  gain  when  beating  MEANING by  a  length  in  a  9-furlong
allowance heat at Saratoga in early June. Racing a bit freely while up with the pace all the way, Directive
looked immature at the finish and she may have been value for a bit more than the bare margin - though
Meaning's supporters will be quick to point out that she was making up a lot of ground and also ran like filly
with more to offer. They are promising but, with the well exposed 4yo allowance winner U Lite Up My Life
beaten only 2 lengths in third the form is a long way off what's needed in G1 company. Directive ran to
Globeform 102p, and Meaning returned Globeform 100p. >>>
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CONCLUSION: On paper - which is all we have until the gates open - this looks like a race that will get no
more than an average pace.  Such a scenario will suit Counting Stars better than Always a Runner, so the
Acorn winner is preferred. She may not be the best filly long term but she must have a good chance to going
2-1 up on the Kentucky Oaks winner as they meet again. Zany is an obvious C-horse based on her back
class,  while  the lightly  raced La Rascasse fits  well  on the same line based on expected improvement.
Incidentally, they may both be more than happy if the race lacks pace. If the pace suits Counting Stars it will
also suit these two.

GLOBEFORM SELECTIONS
A     1 COUNTING STARS

B     6 ALWAYS A RUNNER

C     3 LA RASCASSE, 8 ZANY (possible scratch)

Always a Runner  /  Kentucky Oaks:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DhuFyRIGxLE
3rd Counting Stars  6th Zany

Counting Stars  /  Acorn Stakes:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wVLLchaehDg
2nd Always a Runner

Counting Stars  /  Fantasy Stakes:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xef4VhywyWk

Zany  /  Suncoast Stakes:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QCpiOmo48kw

Zany  /  Demoiselle Stakes '25:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EtpZqvbLdd4

La Rascasse  /  Monomoy Girl Stakes:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FjgENwsJN3M
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GLOBEFORM WINNERS JULY 4-5

“Don’t waste your time trying to handicap these near impossible to figure races. 

Instead go with a professional organization that does this for a living. 

Globeform provides the best overall analysis and selections I have seen.” 

- Tom Console, Handicapping Author

***
"These previews and ratings really are excellent. 

And it's great to get previews days before race days. 

Often, Saturdays mean tons to digest and finding the right races to play isn't easy. 

You have solved that problem - well done!  - Joe M., Saratoga

***

"Your well researched work and previews are top class"  - Phil, Cambridge

***
"My compliments on your truly exceptional in-depth analysis. 

The best I've ever seen".  - Regards, Thomas, Washington

***
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"This appears to be the most disciplined way to play. 

I can focus on my business, responsibilities and family for the 

majority of the week and slice out a window on Saturdays for myself, 

with Globeform previews. Great stuff. My life has changed for the better. 

Thank you again for the disciplined approach helping me 

to gain an edge in this game. - Mike, New Jersey

***

Globeform's main eventsGlobeform's main events

Saratoga Service
Subscriptions from 2 weeks to entire meeting

Five carefully selected races covered each week
Main events with 10 races each: Whitney day & Travers day

  Sign up to 4 weeks or more - get included main events for under half price  

Breeders' Cup Service  |  Opens Sep 21
Six-week service; 40+ GF Newsletters; horse bios, the best value bets, early rankings, 

Globeform's 2 info packed Breeders' Cup Magazines, with in-depth race analyses, 
Globeform ratings and rankings, ABC selections and more. 

Kentucky Downs Service
10 races covered September 5-7 (Mint Millions, Nashville Derby etc.)

Thanksgiving Week Service
10 races covered during Thanksgiving Week

Santa Anita Opening Weekend Service
10 races covered during Santa Anita curtain raiser

Head to www.globeform.com for full details

"Your expertise at assessing how a horse runs is so valuable, 

as it provides you (not most of us but certainly you) with great 

insight into the likelihood of progression versus regression. 

My point is that while times are crucial, never underestimate the value 

of your expertise at assessing how a horse runs.

- Stephanie, New York

***
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