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GLOBEFORM RANKING
PENNSYLVANIA DERBY (G1) 9 fur dirt, Parx Saturday Sep. 20

Horses ranked in pounds (0.45kg). 1 length = 2 pounds over this distance

Rank No. Name of horse Globeform GF most recent runs Trainer / Jockey

              From right to left (most recent first)       

0 8 BAEZA                   WON 123 119+  116 - 123 Shirreffs  /  Berrios

9p 3 MAGNITUDE          2nd
Exacta 26-1

118p 90 - 114+  118p Asmussen  /  Curtis

10 6 GOAL ORIENTED  3rd
Trifecta 113-1

115 115 - 102+  104p Baffert  /  I Ortiz Jr

11 9 GOSGER 116 116 - 115 - 111p Walsh  /  L Saez

14 7 BIG TRUZZ 111 111 - 90 - 105p Lynch  /  Castellano

16 10 MO PLEX 111 104 - 111 - 96 J Englehart  /  Ramos

17p 1 SO SANDY 108p 108p - 103p - ?p DeVaux  /  Carmouche

17p 4 DAVID OF ATHENS 108p 108p - ?p - ?p Walsh  /  Gaffalione

? 2 ALTOBELLI ? ? Nicholson  /  Castillo

30 5 HAPPILY DELUSIONAL 93 82 - ? - 84 - 93 Linder  /  Lopez
Globeform rating with a "p" attached = this was the horse's best rating to date and the horse is likely to improve

Globeform rating with a "+"  = this was not its best rating but the horse ran better than the rating suggests

 Most recent winners of the Pennsylvania Derby 
2024 SEIZE THE GREY GF 118 D Wayne Lukas Jamie Torres

2023 SAUDI CROWN GF 112+ Brad Cox Florent Geroux

2022 TAIBA GF 122 Bob Baffert Mike Smith

2021 HOT ROD CHARLIE GF 122 Doug O'Neill Flavien Prat

2019 MATH WIZARD GF 114 Saffie Joseph Jr Irad Ortiz Jr

Average winning Globeform: 117.6
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GLOBEFORM ANALYSIS

BAEZA gets his chance of winning a G1 here, and he does deserve to land a big race, having run so well
against Sovereignty and Journalism. Going for the Pennsylvania Derby with this colt really was an obvious
move, as the race conditions means that he gets in with just 120lbs, four less than Gosger,  Magnitude and
Mo Plex; and even gets a 2lbs pull with So Sandy and David of Athens. Why top grade events are not all
staged with level weights I will never understand. This case is good for us though, and for Beaza's team; he
is  by far  the best  horse and he carries the lowest  weight.  If  he runs close to  his  best  he will  win  the
Pennsylvania  Derby.  His  best  piece  of  form  was  actually  in  the  Kentucky  Derby,  where  he  produced
Globeform 123 to get third, beaten 1 3/4 lengths behind the mighty Sovereignty. Baeza has not been able to
reproduce that figure since but his third in the Belmont Stakes and his close second in the Jim Dandy, where
he was just a length behind Sovereignty, were also solid runs. It's understandable if he suffered from a mild
bounce factor when beaten 6 1/2 lengths in the Belmont, and the Jim Dandy was a race where Sovereignty
was simply much too good and won without being fully extended. There's plenty of speed in this field and
that should suit Baeza. He was prominent in the Jim Dandy and not far off the pace in the Belmont but let's
not forget how he was ridden in his best race to date; Baeza came from well off the pace in the Kentucky
Derby. That is probably how he should be handled for maximum effect, and this race is therefore tailor made
for the son of McKinzie; he has a favorable weight, a good post position and a perfect pace scenario. 

It's not often that 2-1 looks like good value but this time it absolutely does. Baeza can run below form and
still win the Pennsylvania Derby - a race that can send him on his way to the Breeders' Cup and is incredibly
important to his future as a stallion.

MAGNITUDE was disappointing in the Travers Stakes, where he folded so tamely one can't help but suspect
that something was amiss with the colt. He set a reasonable pace but Bracket Buster was in a pressing spot
just to his outside straight away, and he kept on running to get second - albeit 10 lengths behind Sovereignty
- so why couldn't Magnitude do the same? Beaten 30 lengths, his run was too bad to be true. His previous
form was miles better. He looked top class when making all to win the 9-furlong Risen Star Stakes at the Fair
Grounds in February. Magnitude beat Chunk of Gold by almost ten lengths, earning Globeform 118p with
his powerful gate to wire win. Such a rating is virtually unheard of when we are dealing with winter racing and
he became one of the future book favorites for the Kentucky Derby; but not for more than a few days, as an
injury  was discovered  and  he  was  taken  off  the  Derby trail.  He  returned  in  the  Iowa  Derby  at  Prairie
Meadows in early July. Tackling 8.5 furlongs against inferior opposition, the Steve Asmussen trainee blew the
field apart again, this time winning hard held by 9 1/4 lengths from Itsmybirthday, who was coming off a one-
length second to Instant Replay in the Texas Derby. Itsmybirthday has not raced again since but Instant
Replay has had two subsequent starts; running fifth in the Indiana Derby and winning the sub-standard
Super Derby by a head as the odds-on favorite. Magnitude's two wins have been impressive but it's getting
to the stage when we need to question what he beat. The Pennsylvania Derby is a bit of a crunch time task
for this son of Not This Time. He will probably be better suited by this 9-furlong trip than the Travers distance,
but he may be a natural miler and he is one of a whole host of speed horses here. 

GOSGER and GOAL ORIENTED ran second and third behind one-length winner Journalism in the Haskell
Stakes over 9 furlongs at Monmouth Park in July, and they have both been rested since. Goal Oriented
raced in the first three all the way and kept on well to the wire lose be beaten just a length, while Gosger
closed in from just off the pace to beat him by a neck. Gosger is 2lbs worse off at the weights here but the
likely (strong) pace scenario should be better for him that for Goal Oriented, whose best previous form was
over 8.5 furlongs. Gosger has improved steadily this year, from having run to GF 111p when he won the
Lexington Stakes at Keeneland, to GF 115 when second to Journalism in the Preakness (beaten half  a
length but should be been beaten a lot further by the luckless winner) and Globeform 116 in the Haskell.
This game and consistent performer has a good chance of hitting the board also at Parx. 

GOAL ORIENTED was part of (or shall we say seemingly the cause of) the terrible scrimmaging that almost
stopped Journalism in his tracks in the Preakness, where Goal Oriented weakened to be fourth, beaten 6 3/4
lengths.  Given a two-month break after  that,  the Baffert  trainee turned a corner  in  the Haskell  Stakes,
improving to  Globeform 115 to finish third and - given that he was unraced at two and has had just four
starts this year - he is entitled to improve again. >>>
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BIG TRUZZ and MO PLEX have both run to Globeform 111 this summer; Big Truzz when taking the Ellis
Park Derby over a mile after a prominent run led to an easy 7-length win over Jimmy's Dailys, and Mo Plex
when running a similar race to beat subsequent Virginia Derby winner Chunk of Gold by 2 lengths in the 9-
furlong Ohio Derby. He has since been a distant fourth of five behind Sovereignty, BAEZA and Hill Road in
the Jim Dandy at Saratoga. These two have ratings indicating that they might be worth considering in Trifecta
plans. The worry with Mo Plex is obvious 'have we seen the best of him?' and when it comes to Big Truzz the
crucial question is stamina; he has a bit of a classy look about him but the step up in class and distance
could be tough; the best horse in his immediate family is Salutos Amigos, who won the 7-furlong Carter
Handicap and four other graded stakes over sprint distances.

SO SANDY made nice move forward when finishing gamely for second, beaten just a head, behind Chancer
McPatrick in the Curlin Stakes over 9 furlongs at Saratoga in July. He was prominent early, the lost his place
and looked to be on the retreat,  only to pick up again inside the final  furlong almost winning the race.
Chancer McPatrick franked the form by taking fourth in the Jerkens Memorial next time out. So Sandy was a
bit immature still in the Curlin, he can improve again and if he does a top four finish is possible.

DAVID OF ATHENS is truly 'the dark horse' in the mix. A $70,000 yearling purchase from an ordinary family,
he was visually impressive when taking a mile allowance race at Ellis Park in July. It was only his third start,
after a maiden win (last year) and a sixth placed allowance finish over sprint distances at Keeneland and
Churchill Downs. He improved at Ellis, dominating the race from start to finish and drawing off to win by 7
lengths. Running lines saying 'ridden out' are completely misleading. David of Athens won comfortably under
a hand ride, was eased up close home and value for at least another length. He came back full of energy
after the race. An attractive, scopey son of Nyquist, he was followed home by First Player and Dive Bomber.
They are no stars but they are useful performer and David of Athens earned a provisional Globeform 108p
for this win. Like Gosger he is trained by Brendan Walsh, and there every chance that he will prove to be as
good as that contender. In other words; 12-1 shot David of Athens must be included in the Tri plans. 

CONCLUSION:  Baeza stands out but many of  the others are relatively close on ratings and hitting the
Trifecta may not be as easy at it seems at first glance. Seven horses are within 8lbs on the ranking and the
last two of these are both open to improvement. Add in the factor that the highest ranked of this octet,
Magnitude, is coming off a very disappointing performance, and it looks even more open. Then again, we
can simply take a chance and focus purely on the Haskell form; which gives is Gosger and Goal Oriented as
the two most likely challengers.  They are the logical B-horses; but progressive types So Sandy and David of
Athens may have something to say about that. We are now well into the part of the season when new,
unexposed,  3yos begin  to make their  presence felt.  I'm going for  a  mix of  proven class and untapped
potential underneath here - hoping to see David of Athens and / or So Sandy hit the board.

GLOBEFORM SELECTIONS
A     8 BAEZA  WON

B     6 GOAL ORIENTED 3rd, 9 GOSGER

C     1 SO SANDY 4th, 3 MAGNITUDE 2nd, 4 DAVID OF ATHENS

     Exacta 26-1   |   Trifecta 113-1   |   Superfecta 997-1

Baeza 2nd  /  Jim Dandy Stakes: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xbRZ3gTXE38&t=1s

Baeza  3rd  /  Belmont Stakes:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3wPDqkdlcIA&t=283s

Baeza 3rd  /  Kentucky Derby:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NqrDJmmh1AA&t=2s

Gosger 2nd & Goal Oriented 3rd  /  Haskell Stakes:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=prqcNOwU7C4

Magnitude  /  Iowa Derby:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VN7uUSWb1PA

Magnitude  /  Risen Star Stakes:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BLx7w3RKLek
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