
Globeform's Saratoga Service

Previews and ratings by Geir Stabell

4  2:14 ET

GLOBEFORM RANKING
TURF ALLOWANCE RACE, 8 fur, Inner turf course, Saturday July 11, 2026

Horses ranked in pounds (0.45kg). 1 length = 2 pounds over this distance

Rank No. Name of horse Globeform GF most recent runs Trainer / Jockey

              From right to left (most recent first)       

0 / 8 7 LIFE AND TIMES
GF 110 dirt Dec '25

110 / 102 98 - 102 - 99 Pletcher  /  J L Ortiz

1p / 9 4 INTELLECT 109p / 101 97 - 101 - 109p Brown  /  Prat

4 2 SHERLOCK'S JEWEL
GF 106 also in May '25

106 98 - 92 - 106 McGaughey  /  Rosario

5 3 FINAL VERDICT
GF 102, 8 fur. Aqu inner Sep '25

105 105 - 102 - 100 Barker  /  Gaffalione

7 / 11 5 BURHAN
GF 103 in Apr '25 (7 fur soft)

103 / 99 96 - 99 - 0 Brown  /  M Franco *

7 9 EJTIMAA 103 ? - 101 - 96 - 103 Dini  /  Velazquez

8 1 SOUNDS LIKE A PLAN 102 102 - 101 - 97 De Paz  /  Santana Jr

9 6 ALAN TURING 101 101 - 93 - 96 Quick  /  D Davis

10 8 CIAO CHUCK 100 100 - 95 - 92 Abreu  /  J Rodriguez **

Main Track Only Entries

10 DREAMLIKE L Rice  /  M Franco *

11 GEORGIA MAGIC Schauer  /  J Rodriguez **

12 CASTLE CHAOS Kantarmaci  /  TBA

Globeform ratings are expressed in pounds.  The "Rank" column shows the horse best in at the weights based on
Globeform ratings on top, with other horses ranked down in pounds. For example; rank figure 6 tells us that the horse is
6lbs below the top ranked horse. Length values: 5-6 furlongs: 3lbs per length. 7 fur: 2.5lbs. 8 - 11 fur: 2lbs. 12 fur: 1.5lbs

Globeform rating with a "p" attached = this was the horse's best rating to date and the horse is likely to improve
Globeform rating with a "+"  = this was not its best rating but the horse ran better than the rating suggests.
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GLOBEFORM ANALYSIS

LIFE AND TIMES would be more interesting if this race were to go on dirt, but the weather is set fair and he
doesn't look like a main track only in disguise anyway. He is here to try the lawn for a first time, after having
failed to live up to expectations on the main track. Expectations were high at the turn of  the year, and
understandably so; as he had impressed with high class form winning his first two races at the end of the
2025 season. Making a late racecourse debut as a 3yo he cruised home in a mile maiden at Aqueduct in
November,  and he followed up with  an explosive allowance win  over  the same course and distance in
December, when he slammed DREAMLIKE by 6 3/4 lengths to earn Globeform 110. His winning time was
just 7/10 sec. slower than Bishop's Bay's time in the Cigar Mile on the same day. Whereas Bishop's Bay was
all out to win, Life and Times won with such ease and looked like he could have clocked an even better time
if pressed. The ratings he ran to in these Aqueduct races suggested that we were dealing with a future star;
but  that  hasn't  happened  yet  and  it's  looking  increasingly  unlikely.  Well  beaten  when  third  behind
Knightsbridge in the Hooper Stakes at Gulfstream Park in January, and again when he filled the same place
behind Touchuponastar in the New Orleans Classic at the Fair Grounds in March, he was disappointing yet
again when third behind Senior Officer and Contrary Thinking in a 7-furlong allowance race at Saratoga in
early June. Senior Officer was coming a win at Keeneland, while Contrary Thinking ran second again at
Saratoga yesterday. Life and Times's second dam won an allowance race on turf at Del Mar as a 3yo but his
pedigree is otherwise mostly about dirt.  His half-sister Restless River won the Alcibiades Stakes as ran
secind in the Breeders' Cup Juvenile Fillies in her first season, and took second also in the Ashland Stakes
at three. Should we fear Life and Times if we go against him in this race? And, does it make much sense to
have him as the 7-2 favorite on the morning line? The answer to both questions is no. He takes the highest
rating to the table but that's dating seven months back, during that period he has been well below his best
form three times, and his worst race ever was last time out. 

INTELLECT is also coming off below par efforts, having run second to Pass the Hat in a mile allowance heat
at Aqueduct when getting his seasonal debut at Aqueduct in April, and fourth of six behind Bonus Move,
EJTIMAA and CIAO CHUCK in a similar contest over 8.5 furlongs at Saratoga in early June. These were not
bad efforts but his 2025 form was a lot better and he was odds-on favorite for both races. Pass the Hat
seemed to frank the Aqueduct form by winning the Poker and running second in the Kelso but note that
Exact Estimate, who was third a neck behind Intellect at Aqueduct, has been well beaten twice since. An
import from France, where he ran his best races over 7 furlongs on soft and heavy ground, Intellect improved
to Globeform 109p when taking second to high class turf runner Deterministic in the Fourstardave Stakes
over the inner mile at Saratoga last August. Exiting runner-up efforts in the Poker Stakes (behind Donegal
Momentum) and the Kelso Stakes (behind Think Big), he stayed on from off the pace to get within 1 1/4
lengths of Deterministic, who had won the Manhattan Stakes on his previous start and won that event again
this year. Intellect wins this race if he can rediscover his Fourstardave form and probably also if he's back to
his second best in 2025, but he was really dull last time out. Bonus Move made all, Intellect sat nicely in
second but came under a ride on the turn; and Ejtimaa (who came from well off the pace) and Ciao Chuck
both passed him easily as the finish. Intellect's run behind Pass the Hat was different and it was a bit better;
he was held up for a run from off the pace on that occasion. He would have made more appeal if these races
had been in the opposite order, as that would have produced at least some progression; then again, perhaps
something was amiss last time out. Either way, he's hardly a horse to take a short price about today. 

EJTIMAA, who had run to Globeform 103 when third to stakes winner Reagan's Wit at Keeneland in April,
returned GF 101 when second to Bonus Move, then let the form down by being a well beaten fourth at
Delaware Park 18 days later. CIAO CHUCK improved to Globeform 100 in Bonus Move's race, having run
to GF 96, 92 and 95 on his three preceding starts. >>>
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SHERLOCK'S JEWEL is a longshot with a chance in this mile event; though (firstly) we need to go three
starts back to find a performance that makes him interesting. He returned to his career best, Globeform 106,
with a comfortable 3 1/4-length win over Adios Cole in an allowance race over a mile at Tampa Bay Downs in
February, when EJTIMAA checked in third half a length further back. Adios Cole has been second in two
minor stakes since. Sherlock's Jewel came with a good run from off the pace to win at Tampa, and he was
stepped up to stakes company for his next two starts - something that did not work out; he was beaten
almost eight lengths when ninth in the Henry Clark at Laurel, and he finished 2 1/2 lengths behind Neat to
get fourth in the Cliff Hanger at Monmouth Park. The level he reached when winning at Tampa was no fluke,
however; this son of Lea had produced the same rating when beating Donegal Momentum by half a length
over a mile at Aqueduct's inner course in May '25. Donegal Momentum then turned the tables on him when
they met in the Poker Stakes at Saratoga, when he won and Sherlock's Jewel was only sixth. He is not
consistent, runners from the McGaughey barn are often hard to predict, but Sherlock's Jewel is good enough
to make an impact here. 

FINAL VERDICT, who  steps  up  in  distance after  three  good efforts  in  competitive  sprints,  improved to
Globeform 105 when beaten just a head and a nose behind Determined Kingdom and Spiced Up in a
stakes quality allowance heat over 5.5 furlongs at Saratoga in early June. A speedy sort, he may be a pace
factor today, and note that he ran respectably when tried over a mile once in 2025. It happened in a good
allowance race over a mile on the inner course at Aqueduct; Final Verdict was up with the speed throughout
and he kept on well to be third half a length behind the consistent yardstick Judge Davis, who was runner-up
to graded stakes winners Poster and One Stripe on his following starts. 

BURHAN has had two runs since joining Chad Brown from France, where he produced his best form to date
by winning a minor event over 7 furlongs on soft ground at Longchamp in April '25. Trained by Andre Fabre,
he took the race by a length from Afogado (0-for-8 since), with Epson Blue Cen (0-for-4 since) third. Burhan
was mainly being raced on soft and heavy ground and there was give underfoot also when he was fifth, 4 3/4
lenghs behind Monteille, in a strong G3 over 5 furlongs at Longchamp in September. Moneille ran fifth in the
top class Al Quoz Sprint at Meydan this spring. Burhan's form this term has been close to what he achieved
in France, were his peak was Globeform 103; he returned GF 99 when he was a close third to X Y Prime
over 7.5 furlongs at Gulfstream Park in March, and GF 96 when fourth behind John the Beer Man, FINAL
VERDICT and Mentee in a better race over 6 furlongs at Aqueduct. Interestingly the ground was yielding that
day. Stepping up in distance, while likely to encounter firm ground, he needs to improve to have a chance.

SOUNDS LIKE A PLAN has six horses above him on the ranking and just are below him on the list, but this
is a horse with strong recent form who ticks quite a few boxes. It's most unusual that a horse so low on the
ranking becomes the selection; but that's the case in this race. Ratings say he is up against it as he tries to
gain his third straight win but this game is about more than figures and, while there are questions marks over
so much for so many of his rivals (surface, distance, recent form etc.), there's no doubt that he is in the right
form and set for a task over the right trip and surface. The 4yo son of Twirling Candy has come back a better
horse after his October to April break, winning good allowance races at Aqueduct and Saratoga. A front-
running type with good gate speed, he is ideally drawn by the rail, he skipped effortlessly around this inner
mile trip a month ago, and he could end up as a ground saving controlling speed. He broke smartly from post
11 when winning last time out; travelling with great zest, he was soon in cmmand and he opened up a clear
lead coming down the lane.  Runner-up Favorable Scenario did close in to pass the winning post  1 3/4
lengths behind Sounds Like a Plan, but was never a real threat. Sounds Like a Plan won with authority, he
improved to  Globeform 102, and he galloped out well. Elnajd, who ran fifth, and Favorable Scenario ran
one-two in a similar contest yesterday. Sounds Like a Plan's win at Aqueduct, where he tacked 8.5 furlongs,
was up to the same sort of level; he made all and held on by half a length from Spirit of St. Louis. Spirit of St.
Louis went to the be second in the Kingston Stakes, beaten by next out Kelso Stakes winner Mi Bago.
Sounds Like a Plan was not given a "p" attached to his rating but he may be a horse on the upgrade and
even if his current ratings is close to his limit, he's well worth a bet today. Put in at 4-1 on the morning line,
this late developing gelding might become a better price. 
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CONCLUSION: Intellect's runs this year have been less than inspiring, the same can be said for Life and
Times - who tries turf for the first time -, Sherlock's Jewel is unreliable, Final Verdict is at his best over sprint
distances, Ejtimaa disappointed last time out, and Burhan needs to improve and may need soft ground; so
the one to go for is Sounds Like a Plan. Morning line 4-1 is not a bad price for a horse with so much going
for him, and hopefully we'll get even better odds. This looks a race where the win bet should also be the main
bet, but Intellect is the one who makes most sense as the B-horse. If he had an excuse last time out, well,
then we should assess his chances based on his best last year and he respectable run first time out this
year. If the pace develops favorably for Sounds Like a Plan then it will also suit Final Verdict, while Life and
Times and Sherlock's Jewel can also be used as C-horses. 

GLOBEFORM SELECTIONS
A     1 SOUNDS LIKE A PLAN  WON

B     4 INTELLECT                      2nd TRIFECTA:  29-1 

C     2 SHERLOCK'S JEWEL      4th
    3 FINAL VERDICT, 7 LIFE AND TIMES  3rd

SUPERFECTA:  174-1 

Intellect 2nd  /  Fourstardave Stakes '25:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HXSCUtq3fTo

Intellect 2nd  /  Kelso Stakes '25:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7uoIizS1bhc&t=1s

Ejtimaa 2nd / Saratoga Allowance (R3 / 1:46):  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Axq3aqiXlJQ&t=16465s
3rd Ciao Chuck   4th Intellect

Life and Times 3rd  /  New Orleans Stakes:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dn4VepPMm2I

Life and Times  /  Aqueduct Allowance (R7 / 3:13:00):  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zkXPlkv8FW4

Sounds Like a Plan / Saratoga Alw. (R14 / 34:00): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=73QMvEN-oBY&t=648s
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