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GLOBEFORM RANKING
THE CITY OF HOPE MILE (G2) 8 fur Turf, Santa Anita Saturday Sep 27

Horses ranked in pounds (0.45kg). 1 length = 2 pounds over this distance

Rank No. Name of horse Globeform GF most recent runs Trainer / Jockey

              From right to left (most recent first)       

0 3 JOHANNES 119 108+  115+  119 Yakteen  /  Rispoli

6 5 ALMENDARES 111 108 - 111 - 104 D'Amato  /  Fresu

7 4 FINAL BOSS 110 98 - 110 - 108 Sadler  /  J Hernandez

9 6 CABO SPIRIT
GF 110 in Sep '24 (10 fur.)

110 108 - 107 - 109 Papaprodromou / Smith

9 1 ZIO JO 108 101 - 108 - 100 O'Neill  /  Demuro

17 2 SCOOBIE QUANDO 100 100 - 0 - 92 McCarthy  /  Kimura

Globeform rating with a "p" attached = this was the horse's best rating to date and the horse is likely to improve
Globeform rating with a "+"  = this was not its best rating but the horse ran better than the rating suggests
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 Most recent winners of the City of Hope Mile 

2024 JOHANNES GF 117p Tim Yakteen Umberto Rispoli

2023 HONG KONG HARRY GF 113 Phil D'Amato Juan J Hernandez

2022 BEYOND BRILLIANT GF 112 John Shirreffs Victor Espinoza

2021 MO FORZA GF 118+ Peter Miller Flavien Prat

2020 MO FORZA GF 123 Peter Miller Flavien Prat

Average winning Globeform: 116.6

GLOBEFORM ANALYSIS

JOHANNES was one of the best turf performers in North America last year, when he ran second at the
Breeders' Cup after having used this race as his final prep for the big day. Unfortunately, injury paused him
from late December to early August, when he resurfaced in the Fourtstardave Stakes at Saratoga. He was in
against horses he would normally beat - but there was nothing normal about his experience of racing around
the inner course at the Spa. Tardy as the stalls opened, he ended up right at the back of the ten-runner field
and was pulling ferociously. In effect, the race was over already on the clubhouse turn for Johannes. He ran
on a bit at the finish but had far too much to make up. Rispoli was easy on him inside the last sixteenth, still
Johannes performed to GF 108+ as he was beaten 5 lengths behind Deterministic,  who was prominent
throughout and followed up on his win in the Manhattan Stakes on his previous start. 

Due to a set back in January, Johannes had been absent since beating the Seabiscuit winner Mi Hermano
Ramon by 3/4 length in the San Gabriel Stakes over 9 furlongs at Santa Anita last December. That was
meant to be his prep for the Pegasus World Cup Turf but a bone bruising ruled him out of that race and he
was given plenty of time to recover. He was an excellent runner-up the Breeders' Cup Mile at Del Mar last
fall. Running on well at the finish, the son of Nyquist lost by just three parts of a length to the late charging
More Than Looks, and he beat dual European G1 winner Notable Speech by a head for the place. He
improved to Globeform 119 on that occasion, having returned GF 117p in his two preceding races; smooth
wins in the Eddie Read Stakes over 9 furlongs at Del Mar in July (beat Dicey Mo Chara 2 1/2 lengths + 4lbs)
and the City of  Hope Mile at Santa Anita in September (beat  ALMENDARES by 1 1/4 lengths + 4lbs).
Johannes was ridden just off the pace in the BC Mile and again in the San Gabriel - but he can also be part
of the pace if that's needed. He is the class act in this City of Hope field and he is impossible to oppose. 

ALMENDARES ran second to JOHANNES in the City of Hope last year, beaten easily by 1 1/4 lengths while
in receipt of 4lbs. He has had a more productive season than Johannes - thus far - but the weight break is
now just 2lbs and it's hard to see how he can reverse the form. Almendares is, however, the most likely
exacta horse. He improved to Globeform 111 when beating ZIO JO by 1 1/4 lengths in the Wickerr Stakes
over a mile at Del Mar in July (winning from well off the pace after a 20-week break), and he wasn't far off the
same level when second to Formidable Man in the Del Mar Mile in August. CABO SPIRIT, who was a neck
behind him on that occasion, is 2lbs worse off at the weights this time. Whereas Almendares is a typical mile,
Cabo Sprit has become a bit of an all-rounder who runs respectably from 8 to 10 furlongs.

FINAL BOSS finished fourth 2 lengths behind  ALMENDARES in the Wickerr Stakes and he was a touch
sharper on his next outing, winning a good allowance race over a mile at Del Mar in August. Racing in
second a good few lengths behind early leader Beyond Brilliant (who faded badly), he was strongest coming
down the lane and beat Astronomer by 1 1/4 lengths, with Gold Phoenix (who runs in the John Henry Turf
today) a close third. Gold Phoenix turned the tables on Final Boss as they met in the 11-furlong Del Mar
Handicap three weeks later, a race he won with Final Boss back in sixth place, retreating after trying to make
all as he was stretching out in trip. The experiment did not work. This son of American Pharoah is more of a
miler (he has run well also in sprints) and he is a potential Trifecta filler in the City of Hope. >>>
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ZIO JO is also a possible Tri horse. He ran his best race to date as he checked in second, 1 1/4 lengths
behind ALMENDARES, in the Wickerr Stakes over a mile at Del Mar in July. Improving to Globeform 108,
he used the race as a stepping stone to the Del Mar Mile in August - but was not able to reproduce the form
in that event. He was up with the pace early and weakened to finish fourth, 4 3/4 lengths behind Formidable
Man, who beat ALMENDARES and CABO SPIRIT somewhat impressively by 1 1/2 lengths and a head. Zio
Jo is not the most consistent of runners but he has some decent efforts in the book, including a second to
Formidable Man in the Kilroe Mile at Santa Anita in March, and he's one to use underneath. 

CONCLUSION: With just five to beat, Johannes is unlikely to be even money in this race; odds-on is what
you'll get if you go for a win bet on this favorite. The favorite should absolutely win but backing horses at
odds-on is hardly ever a good strategy. We can try to grab an easy Trifecta though; as Almendares is a clear
B-horse, while Final Boss and Zio Jo stand out as B-horses. An optimistic Superfecta with Almendares as
2nd or 3rd combined with Final Boss or Zio Jo is also tempting. The best result for such a plan would of
course be Johannes 1st, Almendares 2nd, and Final Boss / Zio Jo filling 3rd / 4th. 

Johannes is 16-1 with some bookmakers for the Breeders' Cup Mile; that's actually quite good odds. We
may see Euros with better form than him turn up on the big day -  but  only Notable Speech has been
confirmed as an intended overseas runner at this stage. Johannes finished in front of him when they ran
second and third last year, and course experience is a big plus at Del Mar. Tim Yakteen's star won't be 16-1
for much longer if - as expected - he comes through this prep race with flying colors. Looking back on the last
20 editions of the Breeders' Cup Mile, we find 10 US wins and 10 wins for Europe, with the incredible filly
Goldikova  accounting  for  three  of  the  visitors'  successes.  Europe's  turf  runners  are  better  than  those
operating on the lawn Stateside - but they have not been dominant in the BC Mile in recent years. 

GLOBEFORM SELECTIONS
A     3 JOHANNES

B     5 ALMENDARES

C     1 ZIO JO, 4 FINAL BOSS

Johannes  /  San Gabriel Stakes:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2HqDvJEqU18&t=2s

Johannes 2nd / Breeders' Cup Mile: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uK6WmdfYBSo&t=68s

Johannes  /  City of Hope Mile '24: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sG7RNyc-EVc

Johannes 9th / Fourstardave Stakes:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sl7HR37Hu4Q&t=1s

Almendares  /  Wickerr Stakes:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZnGxGdpK81o
2nd Zio Jo

Final Boss  /  Del Mar Allowance:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XyOTPK0pU4c

Arcadia weather forecast
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