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GLOBEFORM RANKING
THE BANGO STAKES (G3), 6.5 fur dirt Churchill Downs June 27

Horses ranked in pounds (0.45kg). 1 length = 3 pounds over this distance

Rank No. Name of horse Globeform GF most recent runs Trainer / Jockey

              From right to left (most recent first)       

0 6 DR. VENKMAN 120 120 - 115p - 113 Glatt  /  Rosario

3 2 CORNUCOPIAN 119 119 - 109 - 115p Baffert  /  Prat

3 7 BUILT 117 117 - 96 - 116 Catalano  /  I Ortiz Jr

5 5 EXTRA ANEJO
GF 115 in Apr '25

115 105 - 95 - 112 Asmussen  /  J L Ortiz

6p 3 HARRODSBURG 114p 114p - 0 - 90 Tomlinson  /  L Saez

8 4 GOLD SWEEP 112 112 - 112 - ? Haran  /  Mendoza

11 1 U DEVIL YOU 109 99 - 109 - 107 R Mott  /  Velazquez

Globeform ratings are expressed in pounds.  The "Rank" column shows the horse best in at the weights based on
Globeform ratings on top, with other horses ranked down in pounds. For example; rank figure 6 tells us that the horse is
6lbs below the top ranked horse. Length values: 5-6 furlongs: 3lbs per length. 7 fur: 2.5lbs. 8 - 11 fur: 2lbs. 12 fur: 1.5lbs

Globeform rating with a "p" attached = this was the horse's best rating to date and the horse is likely to improve
Globeform rating with a "+"  = this was not its best rating but the horse ran better than the rating suggests.

 Most recent winners of the Bango (previously the Kelly's Landing) 
2025 ROLL ON BIG JOE GF 115 Robert Hess Jr Julien Leparoux

2024 CLOSETHEGAME SUGAR GF 118 Brereton Jones Irad Ortiz Jr

2023 BANGO  (Ellis Park) GF 113 Gregory Foley Tyler Gaffalione

2022 ALOHA WEST GF 117 Wayne Catalano Joel Rosario

2021 BANGO GF 112 Gregory Foley Tyler Gaffalione

2019 LINE JUDGE GF ? Peter Miller Corey Lanerie

Listed status up to 2025

Average winning Globeform: 115
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GLOBEFORM ANALYSIS

DR. VENKMAN, who was second in this event last year, ran his best race to date when finishing third in the
6-furlong Breeders'  Cup Sprint at Del Mar in November, running on well  from off  the pace to reach the
winning  post  2  1/4  lengths  behind  the  brilliant  winner  Bernotato;  but  only  a  nose  behind  runner-up
Imagination, who had beaten Dr Venkman by 1 3/4 lengths when they filled the exacta in the Santa Anita
Sprint Championship five weeks earlier. Dr. Venkman improved to GF 115p in that race and he moved up to
Globeform 120 in the B Cup Sprint; a race that was given a boost when Imagination captured the Ryiadh
Dirt Sprint in Saudi Arabia on his next outing. Dr. Venkman is one of the best sprinters around and he heads
the ranking for the Bango Stakes (formerly the Kelly's Landing) but this is his first start after a long layoff and
it's a highly competitive spot as he is out to get started on a campaign that will hopefully lead to the Breeders'
Cup. The Mark Glatt trainee performed to GF 112 when he ran second 3/4 length behind Roll On Big Joe
here twelve months ago; on a day when the winner was spotting him 2lbs. That form seemed to be close to
Dr Venkman's ceiling at the time but he moved up to a new level in California in the fall. There's enough
speed signed on to set  things up for  him here,  and he is plenty good enough to win,  but  a couple of
questions do pop up; Will he be at his absolute best this week? Most likely not, as this is not one of his main
targets. Is he the type who can fire straight off the bench? Possibly not. He was beaten 5 1/2 lengths by
Nysos when making his seasonal debut in the 2025 Triple Bend Stakes at Santa Anita (ran to GF 104+) and
Happy Jack beat him by 4 1/2 lengths when Dr. Venkman launched his campaign in the same event back in
'24. Rain would probably not make his team happy. His run style is most effective on fast tracks and he has
yet to try a wet track. 

CORNUCOPIAN, one of Baffert's horses to have relocated this spring, is coming off a career best effort
when winning the Aristides Stakes over 6 furlongs at Churchill Downs in late May. Getting a perfect prep for
the Bango Stakes, and bouncing back after a below par fifth to T O Elvis in the Churchill Downs Stakes, he
won the Aristides with authority - beating Roll On Big Joe by 1 1/4 lengths, with GOLD SWEEP beaten 2 1/2
lengths in third place. Roll On Big Joe, a very solid sprinter and a good yardstick, threw down a challenge
that looked pretty serious at the top of the lane, but Cornucopian would have none of that; he turned his foe
away and ran on strongly to record Globeform 119. This 4yo son of Into Mischief is relatively lightly raced
and he seems to be on the upgrade. Breaking from post two, he was flashing speed throughout in the
Aristides and he has the same post here. Roll On Big Joe is a proper horse; he was coming off a second to
Mad House in the Count Fleet Stakes (Mad House bounced in the Aristides) - but Cornucopian is in deeper
waters this week. He also has to concede 2lbs to all of his rivals. His two wins at Santa Anita earlier in the
year were both easy pickings and he will have learned a lot from the Aristides, where he had to fight. The
Churchill Downs Stakes was probably far too tough a battle field for such an inexperienced sprinter. 

He has had a somewhat unusual career so far. After a 6-furlong maiden win on his 3yo debut he was thrown
into the Arkansas Derby last year, but tired badly after running fast for the first half of the contest. He faded to
be a distant fourth behind Sandman, who was unplaced in the Kentucky Derby but then ran third in the
Preakness. Cornucopian was next seen in a three-runner allowance heat over a mile at Aqueduct. Once
more a short  priced favorite,  he lost  that  race by 3 1/4  lengths to  the Chad Brown trained Garamond.
Garamond raced just twice thereafter, both times running poorly, and Cornucopian was sidelined for nine
months. He resurfaced in allowance company over 6.5 furlongs at Santa Anita in January this year. Ridden
from just off the pace, he won that contest very comfortably by 3 lengths from Red Flag. He was stopped by
traffic and lost ground on the turn - but recovered quickly to speed through a gap by the rail. He outclassed
his rivals, winning with plenty in hand and improving to GF 114p. 

Cornucopian took another step in the right direction by winning the 7-furlong San Carlos over the same track
in March. Once more sitting just off the pace, he took command coming into the straight and won from
Listenupshance. Bartholdy, a smart sprinter on his day but 'too fast too soon and tiring' filled third place,
beaten 7 1/4 lengths. Cornucopian improved to Globeform 115p, though one reason his margin was almost
three lengths was that the rider of Listenupshance eased up a bit in the closing stages.  Listenupshance was
coming off  a second also in the Palos Verdes, beaten 1 1/2 lengths by Man O Rose, but it also needs
mentioning that Listenupshance ran a very good third behind Book'em Danno and Bentornato in the True
North at Saratoga three weeks ago. Cornucopian is a leading contender in the Bango; given his post he is
likely to go forward but he has run well also when sitting just off the early speed. He has a winning chance
but a fast track is almost certainly preferred (he has never raced on a wet track). >>>
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BUILT has never been better than on his most recent outing, when he produced Globeform 117 to win a
stakes quality allowance race over 7 furlongs at Churchill Downs. He had returned GF 116 when breaking
the track record over 6 furlongs at the Fair Grounds two starts earlier, so the fine win at Churchill was not at
all unexpected. Not many would have predicted his manner of victory though; Built raced in second early,
took charge in the lane and drew off to beat Track Mate comfortably by 4 3/4 lengths. EXTRA ANEJO was
third, losing the place photo by a nose, while Dreaminblue was a very close fourth; and U DEVIL YOU ran
fifth after a wide and demanding trip.  Built enjoyed a perfect trip but the margin did not flatter him. It was a
strong performance. He previous run, the St. Matthews Stakes (sandwiched between the two good wins),
was disappointing though; he was beaten 6 1/4 lengths into third behind Maximum Bourbon, the horse he
had beaten by 1 1/2 lengths when winning at the Fair Grounds. Built seemed to be a step or two outside of
his comfort zone the whole way in that contest. A winner of the Gun Runner at the Fair Grounds in December
2024, Built was seen as a potential Kentucky Derby horse early last year, but he ended up in the sloppy Pat
Day Mile on Derby day; was virtually pulled up and sidelined afterwards. Now focusing on sprinting, he looks
set for a much more fruitful year and he must be respected in this race. He ran well over a wet track when
second to Disco Time in the Lecomte Stakes last year. 

EXTRA ANEJO ran the race of  his life  (probably)  when coming from off  the pace to win  the 7-furlong
Comminwealth Stakes at Keeneland in April last year. Beating Montalcino by 1 1/2 lengths, he improved
markedly to Globeform 115, and he ran to GF 112 when third to Banishing in the 8-furlong Hanshin Stakes
at the same venue in the summer - but this Steve Asmussen trainee is hard to fancy in the Bango. If back to
his best he can hit the board but a win would come as a big surprise. 

HARRODSBURG is more interesting, especially if the track comes up wet. The subject of some very positive
work reports, he ran his best race to date when returning from a winter break at Churchill Downs in May. The
6yo son of Constitution; who has raced just 18 times (6-3-3);  had good wet track form in the book, so the
sloppy conditions certainly helped him - but the result would probably have been the same over a fast track.
Harrodsburg went straight to the lead and simply ran his rivals into the ground. Thoughttatcounts, a close
runner-up to U DEVIL YOU at Keeneland in April, was beaten 2 1/2 lengths in second. Harrodsburg vwas
value for more than the official margin and he was pricking his ears passing the winning post. He may be six,
but this gelding looks like a horse ready to improve again. Last year's Maxfield Stakes winner Verifire (who
did not care for the slop) finished third and he came back to win a similar contest next time out. Harrodsburg
meets much better this time but he is certainly one to include in those Trifecta plans. On a wet track he's
worth a win wager - and probably representing good value.

CONCLUSION: If there is a real star in this field it's probably Cornucopian, and he gets the nod in this office.
Only just, however, as this is a tough race. He cannot be recommended as a single or very strong win key in
exotics bets. Dr. Venkman is the obvious danger based on career best efforts, but Built is the obvious danger
based on recent form. He is at the top of his game now and might well run another big race. These both have
'one  worry  attached'.  Regarding  Dr  Venkman  it's  whether  he  is  fully  cranked  up  on  his  reappearance
(possibly not). Regarding Built it's whether he had an excuse when running way below form two starts back
(perhaps not); is he a bit of an inconsistent type? They can both go close to winning and they could both also
end  up  off  the  board,  so  the  next  questions  is  which  one  to  have  as  the  fourth  choice.  It  has  to  be
Harrodsburg, and if we get rain he can be promoted to the B-line in the selections box, with Dr. Venkman
moving one line down.

GLOBEFORM'S SARATOGA SERVICE
FIRST WEEK IS FREE - EMAIL ALERTS WHEN PREVIEWS ARE POSTED

Saratoga's opening week stakes menu

Fri July 3 Schulyerville, Saranac, Wild Applause Stakes

Sat July 4 Belmont Derby, Belmont Oaks, Suburban Stakes, Sanford Stakes

Sun July 5 Kelso Stakes, Harvey Pack Stakes
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GLOBEFORM SELECTIONS FAST / GOOD TRACK   WET TRACK
A     2 CORNUCOPIAN  2 CORNUCOPIAN

B     6 DR. VENKMAN, 7 BUILT  3 HARRODSBURG, 7 BUILT

C     3 HARRODSBURG  6 DR. VENKMAN

Dr. Venkman 3rd / Breeders' Cup Sprint: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cSCPve_okns

Dr. Venkman 2nd / Santa Anita Sprint:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qfkRfHhsGjE&t=36s

Dr. Venkman  /  Pat O'Brien Stakes:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LSS30G2W7_I&t=117s

Cornucopian  /  Aristides Stakes:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=25XzqDyweUo

Cornucopian  /  Santa Anita Allowance:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=poY7nqqYt34

Cornucopian  /  San Carlos Stakes:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FKir1JB6_2w

Built  /  Churchill Downs Allowance: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3jWVOzdF_EE

Built  /  Fair Grounds Allowance:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l0ilhRA_svM

New to Globeform?New to Globeform?
Why not look back on many of our 

earlier previews on the website's archive page 
Previews go out race by race as they are ready,

normally from 4 days before raceday
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