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GLOBEFORM RANKING
WOODWARD STAKES (G2) 9 fur dirt, Aqueduct Saturday Sep. 27

Horses ranked in pounds (0.45kg). 1 length = 2 pounds over this distance

Rank No. Name of horse Globeform GF most recent runs Trainer / Jockey

              From right to left (most recent first)       

0? 7 LOCKED
GF 125? S Anita H. Mar '25
GF 119p Cigar Mile Dec '24

125? 107 - 109+  125? Pletcher  /  Velazquez

6 2 POST TIME
GF 119 in Nov & Dec '24

119 ?+  102 - ?+ B Russell  /  S Russell

9 1 AWESOME AARON 114 103 - 0 - 114 N Casse  /  Santana Jr

10 6 PHILEAS FOGG 115 111 - 115 - 112 G Rodriguez  /  Carmouche

11 4 FILM STAR 110 109 - 110 - 105 Atras  /  M Franco

14 / 17 5 GOULD'S GOLD
GF 107 in May & June '24

107 / 104 102 - 104 - 104 McPeek  /  Castellano

15 3 WILLY D'S
Also ent. Lukas Classic, CD Sat

108 108 - 105 - 114 Maker  /  Prat

Globeform rating with a "p" attached = this was the horse's best rating to date and the horse is likely to improve

Globeform rating with a "+"  = this was not its best rating but the horse ran better than the rating suggests

 Most recent winners of the Woodward 
2024 TAPIT TRICE GF 117 Todd Pletcher Dylan Davis

2023 ZANDON GF 119+ Chad Brown Flavien Prat

2022 LIFE IS GOOD GF 119+ Todd Pletcher Irad Ortiz Jr

2021 ART COLLECTOR GF 124 William Mott Luis Saez

2020 GLOBAL CAMPAIGN GF 116 Stanley Hough Luis Saez

Average winning Globeform: 119
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GLOBEFORM ANALYSIS

LOCKED is the most accomplished runner in this field, and that by some margin, but is this son of Gun
Runner beginning to be a bit of a frustrating character? He has two Grade 1 wins on his CV; the Keeneland's
Breeders' Futurity as a juvenile and the Santa Anita Handicap this season. In addition, Locked was runner-up
in the Pegasus World Cup and he won last year's Cigar Mile. If he runs up to the form he produced when
winning that  race, which he took by 1 1/2 lengths from Mullikin,  with  POST TIME back in third, he will
probably win the Woodward. If  he runs up to the high level he produced when romping home by 8 1/2
lengths from Express Train at Santa Anita he will definitely win the Woodward. He returned GF 119p in the
Cigar Mile at Aqueduct last December and he improved to  Globeform 125 in Santa Anita's showpiece in
March. The worry now is that his two efforts since have been well below par. He ran like a horse wanting
further when a well beaten fourth behind Fierceness in the 8.5-furlong Alysheba Stakes at Churchill Downs in
May - so that result should not be held against him. His next run, in the 10-furlong Suburban Stakes at
Saratoga in July, however, is not so easy to excuse. Going off at 9/10, he probably would have preferred a
stronger pace that day though it  was still  disappointing to see him struggling already early in the home
straight. Looking one-paced, Locked had to settle for third place, 6 1/4 lengths behind gate to wire winner
PHILEAS FOGG, who he was spotting 4lbs. 

If we take the Suburban run out of the equation and focus on Locked's Santa Anita Handicap win and his
Alysheba fourth, well, then the logical way is to say that he is a top class horse given a stamina test and that
the Alysheba was never going to suit him. In other words; there's no real reason to doubt that he can win the
Woodward, although it's 9 furlongs not ten. Allowing for more emphasis on his flop in the Suburban, and the
reasoning can easily be the opposite. His Globeform 125 earned in California has a "?" attached to it now -
and that's for two reasons; it does stick out compared to his other ratings, and it happened at a venue where
'top level form' has become a bit dubious. We used to rely on Santa Anita and Del Mar form to be rock solid
in the past, not so these days. Still, any horse can be forgiven one poor run, perhaps something was amiss
with Locked in the Suburban, and based on his overall record he is the one to beat here.

POST TIME ran to Globeform 119 when taking second, 1 1/2 lengths behind Full Serrano, in the Breeders'
Cup Dirt Mile at Del Mar last November, and repeated that rating when filling the same place in the Cigar
Mile at Aqueduct a month later, beaten 2 1/2 lengths by  LOCKED. Post Time carried 5lbs more than the
winner in the Cigar, making the two run to the same rating. Post Time has been a model of consistency and
he has been well managed; a true credit to his trainer. A very efficient and game off-the-pace miler, he has
also run well over 9 furlongs, albeit in much weaker company than this. He was third to Mystik Dan in the 9-
furlong Blame Stakes at Churchill Downs in May, then won a minor stakes at Laurel as the 1/10 chalk, before
coming up short in the 9-furlong Whitney at Saratoga, and cruising home in another minor event at Laurel,
this time at even shorter odds. Of course, races like that are more like paid works but it's still impressive to
have been in the top three in 19 of his 20 races. This distance is not ideal but his performance in the Blame,
worth GF 112+, tells us that he has a good chance of hitting the board. 

AWESOME AARON hit top form in April / May, when he followed up on an easy allowance win at Oaklawn
Park with a gutsy verdict over PHILEAS FOGG in the Pimlico Special over 9.5 furlongs at Pimlico. Phileas
Fogg looked all over the winner inside the final furlong, but Awesome Aaron outstayed him to win by 3/4
length. The front-running Phileas Fogg hit back when winning the 10-furlong Suburban Stakes at Saratoga in
July, but something must have been amiss with Awesome Aaron on that occasion; he was virtually tailed off.
His next run was better but nowhere near his Pimlico Special form; he trailed in as a non threatening fourth in
the Charles Town Classic, beaten by Banishing,  WILLY D'S and  GOULD'S GOLD. Awesome Aaon's best
form gives him a chance of finishing in the first three in the Woodward, but can we expect to see his best
form this week? >>>
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PHILEAS FOGG made all and just held on to win by a head when Antiquarian threw down a late challenge in
the 10-furlong Suburban Stakes at Saratoga in early July. Coming off a win in the Excelsior Stakes over 10
furlongs at Aqueduct and a game second to AWESOME AARON in the Pimlico Special over 9.5 furlongs, he
improved again in the Suburban, producing Globeform 115. It was a strong performance and Phileas Fogg
has become such a consistent runner this season. He stepped up in class in the Jockey Club Gold Cup in
late August, like the Suburban contested over 10 furlongs at the Spa. The race became a right mess and his
rider's actions were the reason, as he came in soon after the gates opened caused terrible interference.
Phileas Fogg kept on running and he passed the winning post in third place, beaten 1 1 1/2 lengths and 1 1/4
lengths behind Antiquarian and Sierra  Leone.  He performed to  GF 111.  The 5yo son of  Astern can be
expected to go forward again - but he is not likely to get a soft lead, and he has had four hard races on the
spin. They have been spaced out but sooner or later runs like these take their toll. 

FILM STAR is an interesting contender taking a big step up in class after two career best efforts and a trainer
change. Claimed for $100,000 from Linda Rice's barn to join Rob Atras last month, he could prove to have
been a shrewd purchase. Atras and owners Bella Blue Racing Stable had clearly paid attention when Film
Star improved his form to beat the recent winner Big Blue Line easily by 3 3/4 lengths in a good allowance
heat over 9 furlongs at Saratoga in July (with G1 winner Arthur's Ride third, admittedly way below par). Film
Star moved up to Globeform 110 with that effort and he confirmed the form by beating Money Supply 1 12
lengths over the same course and distance in August. A game and genuine performer, Film Star has >>>
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>>> made 9 furlongs his specialty this season and it would come as no big surprise to see him hitting the
board. He is a prominent runner, but does not need the lead, and he has been finishing his races off really
well. He would need to make another small step up, or see a couple of his rivals not run up their absolute
best, to get into the Trifecta. Both things could easily happen.

CONCLUSION: This Woodward gets just six or seven runners - Willy's D may defect and run at Churchill -
but the race still has enough pace signed on to create honest to strong fractions. Locked should get a good
set-up and if he does he will probably be hard to beat. Having had a near three-month break, he comes here
fresh, he is 2-for-2 over this track and only once has he been off the board. Yes, his run in the Suburban is a
slight worry but the positives far outweigh it. Post Time makes most appeal as the B-horse, given the nod
over Phileas Fogg, who might be beginning to feel the effects of some tough battles. Film Star is the one that
can bring some value to the Trifecta; a thriving horse like this should never be discounted. 

GLOBEFORM SELECTIONS
A     7 LOCKED

B     2 POST TIME

C     4 FILM STAR, 6 PHILEAS FOGG

Locked  /  Santa Anita Handicap: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XQeCrLwVSS8&t=135s

Locked  /  Cigar Mile '24:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ktr8Kq9qtzM
2nd Post Time

Post Time 2nd  /  Breeders' Cup Dirt Mile '24:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nclD5cE881U

Phileas Fogg  /  Suburban Stakes:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xDWyEVV3p9s
3rd Locked

Awesome Aaron & Phileas Fogg / Pimlico Special: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=25l_ol6L-Dc

Phileas Fogg  /  Excelsior Stakes:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eqhfMgCKZbk&t=2s

Film Star / Saratoga Alw. Aug 22 (R8 / 3:06):  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n8FpCgy0KpA&t=9274s

Film Star / Saratoga Alw. July 26 (R4 / 1:46):  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kFkIsF2hbg0&t=8422s
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